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President Donald Trump 
Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Trump: 

Thank you for all the work you are doing during this National and Global crisis. As the Superintendent of 
Schools for Frontier Central School, I am writing to you in the hopes that you and those you work with in 
Congress could help us adve11 a disaster that will harm children for years to come. 

COVID-19 has had a devastating impact on all areas of our society. As in states across our great nation, 
New York State is experiencing an ever-growing financial crisis due to the loss of tax revenue while 
facing skyrocketing medical costs to combat the virus. Even while closed, schools are stepping up to 
provide vi1tual learning despite inequitable access to technology and broadband, meals to our community 
and childcare for those on the front lines battling the virus. Due to the growing financial crisis, school 
districts face drastic cuts in local and state funding at a time that we are doing more than ever to support 
our children and community. 

Without more direct help from Washington, New York State's likely reduction of20% in state aid to 
schools would result in $4.5 million loss in staff and programs. In addition, we also receive a portion of 
Erie County sales tax revenue. At this point, the likely scenario is a 50% reduction in sales tax resulting 
in another $2.5 million decrease in aid. While some might respond that schools and states should just 
"tighten their belts", Frontier has already done so. Frontier spends the least per student in Erie County and 
the 7th least per student in all of New York State yet our schools rank among the best in Western New 
York. Simply put, we find a way to succeed but a loss of $7,000,000 would decimate our schools and the 
education of our children for decades to come. 

As not only a passionate educator but also a father of four elementaty children, I respectfully ask you to 
do eve1ything humanly possible to pass a funding package that would close the budget gaps for state and 
local governments caused by the pandemic. Schools also will incur extraordinary costs in the coming 
year as we work to help students recover lost ground in learning from the disruptions they are now 
experiencing. The strains placed on families will also increase the need for student mental health services 
once we can resume classes. Simply, we desperately need your help in order to help our students. 

Thank you in advance for your advocacy on behalf of the Frontier community and the entire Buffalo 
region. I wish you and yours continued good health. 
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Richard J. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools 




